Growth in Thinking
• Breadth:  different ideas that widen meaning/perspectives
• Depth:  details/development about one idea that clarify or deepen meaning 
• Levels of thinking for K-8 grades:   1. Answer/topic/controlling idea + 2. Breadth + 3. Depth 

• Levels for 9-12 grades: 1. Answer/topic/controlling idea + 2. Section  + 3. Breadth + 4. Depth 

K-1
One-level thinking providing major idea, self-perspective. Answer + detail
1-2
One-level thinking with added detail, self-perspective.       Answer + related ideas
2-3
Two-level thinking, self-perspective. 
   

   Answer + many related ideas 
4-5
Two-level thinking, aware-of-audience perspective.
   Answer + relevant breadth OR depth 

6-8
Three-level thinking, other perspectives.                                Answer + relevant breadth AND depth
9-12
Four-level thinking, cross-cultural perspectives                     Answer + expanded breadth + depth.

Key Idea Outlines to Show Instructional Goals in Levels of Thinking
Assumed Question:  Who can I go to for help?

GRADE

OUTLINE:  1, 2, 3, 4 represents growing levels of thinking
K = 

Level 1.Help = mom. (Main idea/answer; may add minimal detail words)  
WORDS                            ((Mom helps me. OR My mom helps me.  She is nice.  She is fun.).
Gr1-2=

Level 1.Help = mom.  (Adds related ideas in phrases and clauses.)
SENTENCES
Level 1.Nice
(Extra detail in each sentence is word or phrase added to minimal detail:  

Level 1.Fun
I get help from my mom. She is nice all the time. We have fun together.)


Level 1.Etc.

Gr2-3=

Level 1.Help = many people.  (Adds enough related ideas some breadth or depth overall.) 
MANY


Level 2.Mom + related idea(s) (Nice, Fun, etc.)
SENTENCES

Level 2.Dad +




Level 2.Grandma +




Level 2.Bro +




Level 2.Teacher +

Gr4-5=

Level 1.Help = many people. (Adds relevant ideas for breadth or depth for each main idea)
PARAGRAPHS

Level 2.Mom + relevant ideas that provide details using a thinking pattern



Level 2.Dad +








Level 2.Grandma +




Level 2.Bro +




Level 2.Teacher +

Gr6-8 =

Level 1.Help = many people. (Breadth AND depth for overall topic using thinking patterns)
ESSAY


Level 2. Family

Level 3.Mom + Personal testimony to develop support 





Level 3.Dad + Example to develop support






Level 3. Grandma + If-then to develop 




Level 3. Bro + Illustration (details) to develop


Level 2.School

Level 3.Teacher + Difference in kinds of help
Level 3.Principal + Contrary to usual belief, good helper for…

Level 3.Guidance + If about college, then go

Gr9-12= 
Level 1.Help depends on reason (Topic breadth forms sections, each with breadth + depth)
DEVELOPED

Level 2.Usual challenges = help from my “anyday” people
ESSAY



Level 3.Family

Level 4.Mom + Personal testimony
Level 4.Dad + Example






Level 4.Bro + Illustration

Level 4.Sis + If-then
Level 3.Friends



Level 4.Name + illustration

Level 4.Name + contrary



Level 2.School-related = help from my “school-day” people




Level 3.Policy  


Level 4.Principal +if-then example
Level 4.VP + Example





Level 3.Problem or scheduling  



Level 4.Guidance + Personal Testimony





Level 3.Class  


Level 4. Teacher + If/then




Level 2.Big problems = professionals 




Level 3.Physical = Illustration of doctor, physical therapy, etc.





Level 3.Mental = example of psychologist
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